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1. On 9 March 1949 Pedro Saad, Acting Secretary Gemeral of the Partido Comunista
del Ecuador (PCE =~ Communist Party of Fouador), sent a letter to Vice President
Manuel Sotomayor y Luna, protesting President Galo Plaza Tasso's romarks that
. the Corrumiste were partially to blame for the eritical labor situation in
Eevador. Saad declared that,if Plaza wishod to avoid an outbreak of vaxdalism
in Zouador, he hail better continue his former voliey of friendliness toward
the Commmnists as the latter were in a better position to chock the masses than
any other groun in the country.

2. The letter was Jelivered by a member of the Executive Committes of the FCE to
the Vice President. There his been no reasction on Sotorayor's part as yet.
It 18 known that he is very much concerned ower the vossibility of nationwide
uprisings and that he has been courting Saad's friendship in order to avoid
friction with the Communists.

3. In writing to the Executive Corrittes of the PCE in ito asking one of its
mermbers to deliver the letter to the Vice President, Sead also made mention
of the Committes's request of 7 Mareh 1949 that he, the Aeting Scorctary
CGeneral, abide by the statutes of ths Party and live in Quito.®* Saad did not
conrilt himself in any way but replied that he would discuss the subject with
the Committee upon his return to Quito in the middle of Marech. :
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